Jason Vincent – meeting summary

Jason and I met Tuesday morning for coffee at Starbucks. I initiated the meeting so I could hear more about Jason’s vision for his future church, any struggles with McKnight, etc.  Generally I wanted to hear Jason’s story and also ask him to reconsider, as McKnight can be a place where Jason can use his gifts.

Some struggles with McKnight:
He feels that the sermons can be overly heady or esoteric (my words not his).  Much of this comes from his wife, Wilka, who’s mother tongue is not English.  She often struggles to understand the key ideas behind the sermons. Wilka appreciated the clear preaching that John Blackmore presented. She and Jason would [refer to have such meat and potatoes tye sermons that stick to the blocking and tackling.  Jason indicated that his conversations with many of the college and young professions are also aligned with this sentiment.  

NT Wright sermons were especially deep and somewhat unsettling.  NT Wright is an Anglican who holds some beliefs which are different than the Church of Christ faith tradition. 

Jason also felt his voice was not adequately heard.  He sent an email with three recommendations that seem to have fallen on deaf ears (Jasons perception not mine) and he felt he was unable to sit at the table where decisions are made as he was precluded being previously divorced.  

Jason and Wilka have not landed on a church and plan to take the remainder of 2025 to carefully look at area churches.  They are starting by reviewing each church’s statement of faith.  They went to Lafayette Church of Crist this past Sunday.

Jason loved McKnight and respects the leadership and Jeff Kryder, but feels that he and Wilka (and the girls) need to look for a congregation that fits all of them.  Again, Wilka wants and needs a sermon that is clear and focused on core Biblical truths.


Prior email below:

To:  Steve, and 1 other · Fri, Apr 25 at 12:52 PM (email Bret Blackford sent to Steve Walker and Steve Awtrey)
Message Body
Steve^2 (Awtrey/Walker),
Just FYI - I plan meet with Jason Vincent Tuesday morning (4/29). Below is some of what I hope to share with Jason.  Sharing as I hope the two of you will also try and reach out to Jason.  
    --- Bret 


On Wed, Apr 23, 2025 at 4:10 PM M Bret Blackford <bret_blackford@yahoo.com> wrote: (email Bret Blackford sent to Jason vIncent) 

Hi Jayson,

Let me know if you have time to meet sometime this week or next—I’m flexible on both the timing and the location, so whatever works best for you.

I’d really appreciate the chance to hear more about your vision and plans, and also any frustrations you may have with MX. Please feel free to be completely candid—your feedback can help us grow stronger moving forward.

Of course, I’ll also share some of my own thoughts and probably do a little persuading—I genuinely believe that what’s on your heart can (and should) be realized here at McKnight, and that you’d be a tremendous champion for that vision.

Please know that we’ve been praying for you for many months, and we’re planning to revisit the current prohibition on divorce for eldership at our meeting next month. My personal hope is that you’ll be sitting in on those elder meetings before long and helping us shape the road ahead.

There’s a lot here, and I think much of it would be best discussed face to face.

Hope to hear from you soon,

—Bret




